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three ethnic groups in Singapore. Post-partum haemorrhage is common, potentially dangerous and causes significant health and economic loss. The purpose of the study was to
compare the prevalence of haemorrhage and its severity in three ethnic groups in Singapore. This cross-sectional study recruited 100 Chinese, 54 Malay and 53 Indian women at
delivery in a teaching hospital. In all women, haemorrhage, severity, blood transfusion and gestational age were recorded. Blood samples were taken at delivery for the
measurement of the levels of haematological and biochemical markers of inflammation (IL-6 and CRP). Haemorrhage was recorded in 97/100 (97%), 53/100 (53%) and 36/100
(36%) Malay, Indian and Chinese women respectively. Among women with haemorrhage, the most common causes were retained placenta (25/100, 25%), amniotic fluid embolism
(18/100, 18%), haemorrhage from the genital tract (19/100, 19%) and uterine atony (16/100, 16%). Haemorrhage was severe in 86/100 (86%), 33/53 (62%) and 26/53 (49%)
Malay, Indian and Chinese women respectively (P = 0.001). The mean maternal weight loss was greater in Malay and Chinese women than in Indian women (P = 0.004). The
mean blood loss and transfusion rate was greater in Malay and Chinese women than in Indian women (P = 0.001 and <0.001, respectively). The prevalence of pre-term delivery
(<37 weeks) was higher in Malay than in Chinese
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