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coming days, according to an official source. The
source told Xinhua that the IMF mission will assess
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technical assistance. Lebanese Prime Minister Saad
Hariri A larger mission will be sent to the country in
February or March. The mission will be led by IMF
Executive Director Christine Lagarde and finance
ministers of the fund's member countries, with a
number of experts to support them. An IMF
delegation was sent to Lebanon in 2011 and 2012 to
review the country's economic situation. Lagarde's
visit comes after the Lebanese finance minister,
Nicolas Shehab, said the government will provide
Lebanon's economy with a large portion of its long-
term financing needs through the International
Monetary Fund. Shehab made the statement on
Saturday during an interview with Voice of America,
expressing confidence in the performance of the
authorities in Lebanon despite the situation in other
countries in the region. He added that Lebanon will
soon receive financing from the IMF to help the
economy to grow. Shehab did not mention,
however, whether the IMF mission would be carried
out in February or March as the IMF's mission in
2012. Shehab said Lebanon has a strong economic
base, noting that the country "can become the
financial capital of the region." She said Lebanon
has been able to attract investment and has a good
potential for growth as the country is "the gateway
to the Mediterranean, the gateway to Africa, the
gateway to the Arab world. However, Shehab said
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the government had an "urgent need for money" to
finance its current spending and invest in
development projects, especially in the economic
sectors that have been hampered by a crisis.
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