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been working with the Great Central Railway in the past year or so to help clear the tracks and that he
is optimistic that can be accomplished. “The city has taken some actions to clear the railroad tracks in
the city and have discussed some in the past,” Bertman said. “(But) not as the Councilor has previously
heard. I’'m optimistic that we’ll be able to move on this ... | really hope we can, because it is still a very
viable, productive project that can help the city. I think it will definitely create good jobs for our area
and give us economic development in the city.” Councilor John Lester expressed his concerns about the
impact of the proposed sale on the former railroad depot at 499 Central St. and the potential for
economic development to the city. The entire Central St. area was annexed into the city in 2001, but
the tracks remain. At least one train still runs through the city and stops there. “The depot is a keystone
building to the city’s identity,” Lester said. “l don’t know what the feasibility is of trying to spend money
refurbishing or selling it, but that’s one possibility and one question that we have to ask.” The railroad
was started by three men in 1899 and served businesses in the city. It was taken over by the Northern
Pacific railroad and a competitor. City Councilor David Durley noted the same train that runs through
the city is being analyzed as a potential passenger train to keep people traveling throughout the region.
“(The depot) will continue to be used as a train station unless we refurbish and upgrade it,” Bertman
said. c6a93da74d
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